Jul-30-08 06:46pin From- +212-391-0631 T-468 P. 003/016 F-591 

RECEIVED 

Masanori HIRANO, S.N. 10/517.356 CBMIRAL KMC CENTER 22 7 1/73321 

^'^^^ JUL 3 0 2008 

Amandments to the Specificatioii 

Please amend the paragraph at page 1. lines 7-13, in the following manner 

The prooont invention This disclosure generally relates to ihreshuld value 
matrixes, image processing apparatuses, image forming apparatuses and printer 
drivers, and more particularly to a threshold value matrix which is used for a halftone 
processing, an image processing apparatus, an image forming apparatus and a printer 
driver which use such a ihreshold value matrix. 

Please amend the paragraphs at page 10, line 3 through page 11, line 4, in the loUowing 
manner: 

B ISCLQSURE OF THE IhlTOmON SUMMARY 

Accordingly, it iu a general object of the probcm invention to provide In an 
a^sjiect of this disclosure, a novel and useful threshold value matrix, image processing 
ajiparatus, image formiag apparatus and printer driver, in which tho [jroblouiji 
dt^s erib e d above are oliminotod provided . 

i\noihor and more opooific object of tho prou e m in^fcntion ia to prov itie In an 
aspect of this disclosure, a threshold value matrix, an image processing appnratLUS, an 
image forming apparatus and a printer driver are provided , which can obtain a 
siitisfactory picnire quality for a low-resolution recording and/or a hi^ii-speed 
recording. 

S till another object of tho present uiN^ontion is to provi d e In an exemplary 
erflbodiment nf this disclosure, a threshold value mairix [[used]] is provided for 
converting a multi-level image data into a plural-level hnage data which represents a 
dcit pattern by a smaller number of gradation levels than the multi-level imiige data, 
comprising tfireshold values used for making a dot representation solely by a dot 
pattern while maintaining an identical keytone for aD halftone levels. According to 
diA above-mentioned thieshold value matrix of tho proaont invention, the ilu-eshold 
values enable the dot representation solely by a dot pattern while constantly 
maintaining an identical keytone for all halftone levels. For xhis reason. It is possible 
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til improve the picture quality in the low-resolution recording mode and ihe high- 
s|>eed recording mode which do not carry out a dot gravitational centei- position 
control or a gradation lepreseniation of each pixel by a representation close to a 
nmlti-level representation. 

Please amend die paragraphs at page 11, line 22 through page 13, line 23, hi the 
following miuiner: 

A further object of the present invention is to provide In another e x emplary 
embodiment of tfii s disclosure, an image processing apparatus is provided 
comprising a processing section carrying out a pluraMevel process with respect to a 
multi-level image data to output a plural-level image data which represents a dot 
pattern by a smaller number of gradation levels than tlie multi-level image daia by use 
ol' a threshold value manix; and a holding section holding said threshold value matrix 
which includes threshold values which are used for making a dot representatii)n solely 
by a dot pattern while maintaining an identical keytone for all halftone levels. 
According to [[the]] such an image processing appaiaais of the preoont invontion, it 
is possible to improve die pioure quality in the low-resolution recording mode and 
the high-speed recording mode by use of the threshold value matrix. 

AnothOT object of tho present invention io to provide In another exemplary 
embodiment of this disclosure., a pdisier driver, to be implemented in a computer, js 
Eiovided for supplying an output image data to an image fonning apparatus which 
£ovms an image from a plurality of dots, comprising a processing section carrying out 
a plural-level process wiih respect to a multi-level image data to output, as tlie output 
image data, a plural-level image data which represents a dot pattern by u smaller 
number of gradation levels than the midti-level image data by use of a direshold value 
matrix; and a table storing said threshold value matrix' which includes ihreshold 
values which are used for making a dot representation solely by a dot pattern while 
maintaining an identical keytone for all halftone levels. According to [Lthe]| such a 
printer engine of tho - pFQ S ont invention , it is possible to improve the picture quality in 
the low-resolution recording mode and die bigli-speed recording mode by use of the 
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tlireshold value matrix. 

Still onothor objoct of iho proii e nt invomion is to providia Pi another 
ejccmplarv embodiment of this d isclosure^ an image foiming apparatus which forms 
art image on a recording medium from a plurality of dots is provided, comprising a 
processing section carrying out a plural-level process with respect to a multi-level 
image data to output a plural-level image data which represents a dot paitem by a 
smaller number of gradation levels than the multi-level image data by use of a 
tlireshold value matrix; a table storing said threshold value matrix which includes 
tlireshold values which are used for making a dot representation solely by a dot 
Pattern while maintaining an identical keytone for all halftone levels; and aji imaging 
si:ction forming the image on the recording medium based on the pJural-level image 
d:ita. According to [[the]] such an image forming apparatus of the proaont 
irivontion, it is possible to improve the picture quality in the low-resolution recording 
mode and the high-speed recording mode by use of the direshold value matrix. 

Other objoctf ^ as pect s and further features of the present invention will be 
ajjparent from the following detailed description when read in conj miction with the 
ac:companying drawings. 
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